[Experience with capecitabine in patients with anthracycline and/or taxane-resistant recurrent breast cancer].
We evaluated the safety and efficacy of capecitabine in 12 patients with anthracycline and/or taxane-resistant metastatic breast cancer on an outpatient basis. Their mean age was 57 years, and they previously received chemotherapy consisting of anthracycline in 7 cases, taxane in 12 and doxifluridine in 8. Their mean disease-free interval was 28.5 months, HER 2/neu and ER and/or PgR-positive was shown in 2 and 8 cases, respectively. The recurrent sites were lymph node in 9 cases, lung in 6, skin in 5, pleural effusion in 4, liver, bone and pleura in 3, brain and CBS in 2, and thyroid, ascites and pericardial effusion in one, respectively. The administration dose was 2,400 mg/day in 11 cases and 3,000 mg/day in one. Capecitabine was administered orally for 21 consecutive days followed by a one-week rest. The mean follow-up period was 6.5 months. The overall response rate was 18.2% in 11 cases, including 2 partial responses, 4 stable diseases and 5 progressive diseases. Clinical benefit was 36.4% including two long stable diseases. The mean time to treatment failure was 6.5 months. Adverse events included Hand-Foot Syndrome in 5 cases, nausea in 3, diarrhea, appetite loss and high fever in one, respectively. In two of them administration was discontinued due to adverse events. Capecitabine had satisfactory effects with tolerable adverse events for anthracycline- and/or taxane-resistant metastatic breast cancer.